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RSPCA Victoria to set-up specialised NEW
unit dedicated to targeting Puppy Factories
Government commitment of $6million over next four years to fund
‘Special Investigations Unit’

Going into the November 2014 elections, RSPCA Victoria welcomes the commitments, of all
of the major political parties, to legislation and funding to shut down illegal puppy
factories.
The RSPCA Inspectorate is authorised under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
(POCTAA) and limited aspects of the Domestic Animals Act (DAA) to investigate puppy
factories. In FY13/14, RSPCA Victoria’s Inspectorate conducted 11 separate puppy factory
investigations.
“Investigations can be complex and highly emotional, involving months of significant
planning and joint cooperation with local Government and police,” says Dr. Liz Walker,
CEO RSPCA Victoria. The investigations are often at facilities involving high numbers of
animals - >200. Costs are also prohibitive; for an average (100 dog) puppy factory case, it
costs RSPCA Victoria almost a quarter of a million dollars to investigate, retrieve, house,
rehabilitate and prosecute.
“RSPCA Victoria’s current Inspectorate team is stretched managing more than 10,000
cruelty complaints each year,” adds Walker. This is an increase of 15% in the past year, on
the back of a 10% increase in the previous year.
RSPCA Victoria Inspectorate has over 250 animals under protective custody hold in its care
on any given day requiring veterinary care and treatment, housing, general care,
behavioural rehabilitation and wellbeing and enrichment. Costs for the care of these
animals exceeded $800,000 in FY13/14 and this did not include the cost of long-term
rehabilitation needed by animals secured from intensive breeding facilities.
“This commitment from the Government of $6million over four years will give RSPCA
Victoria the opportunity to set up a much-needed NEW ‘Special Investigations Unit’ (SIU)
that will help to provide the resources to effectively achieve better welfare outcomes for
animals that are kept inhumanely in puppy factories, as well as closing down these
reprehensible practices,” Walker adds.
The new ‘Special Investigations Unit’ will function as a SEPARATE and dedicated
investigative arm of RSPCA Victoria that will focus solely on intensive breeders and
unlicensed breeding operations.
RSPCA Victoria still has major concerns about the breeding and supply of domestic animals
and the under-regulation of pet shops, breeders, online sales and other animal vendors.
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RSPCA Victoria welcomes the changes made by Government to better regulate and enforce
welfare standards for domestic animals - particularly those housed in intensive breeding
establishments and pet shops, and supports the introduction of a finite 5-litter limit and
mandatory post-birthing vet checks for female breeding dogs.
RSPCA has made a detailed submission to both the Victorian Government and the State
Opposition outlining what needs to be done to improve animal welfare and ultimately close
puppy factories. Whilst some of the points on the submission are being addressed with the
establishment of the SIU and the setting of a finite 5-litter limit for breeding female dogs,
RSPCA Victoria will continue to campaign until all of those changes happen.
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ABOUT US:
As Australia's leading animal welfare charity, The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(RSPCA) works tirelessly to educate the community about animal welfare and advocates for improved
legislation. Across the State of Victoria, the RSPCA's community services include inspections, animal shelters,
clinics and education. We operate nine animal welfare shelters providing refuge and care and strive to give
more than 26,000 animals each year a second chance.
Established in 1871, RSPCA Victoria is a not-for-profit charity that relies heavily on the support of Victorians
to care for 'all creatures great and small'. Only 3% of the RSPCA's operating expenses are supported by a grant
from the Victorian State Government.
RSPCA Victoria is a member of RSPCA Australia (the federation of the eight State and Territory RSPCAs in
Australia). The RSPCA National Board consists of the Presidents of their nominees from each member Society,
with the CEOs as advisors.
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