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RSPCA WARNS OF THE CRUELTY OFFENCES ASSOCIATED WITH STEEL JAW TRAPS
Following a recent spate of animal cruelty cases involving steel jaw traps, RSPCA Victoria wishes
to remind the community that the setting of these inhumane devices is against the law and can
carry huge fines and possible animal cruelty convictions.
Daniel Bode, Senior Inspector, RSPCA Victoria said: “Unfortunately we are seeing up to 100 cases
of animal cruelty each year in Victoria arising from the use of traps including steel jaw traps. It
is illegal under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act to set a steel jaw trap due to the
potential they have to cause extreme injury, pain and suffering to animals.
“Many people do not know that it is also illegal to purchase one of these traps unless you can
prove you are a museum or antiques collector. Just the act of setting a trap is a cruelty offence,
regardless if it has caused injury to an animal or not,” Mr. Bode adds.
RSPCA Victoria is extremely distressed that some members of the community are still setting
these traps with the clear intention of trapping and inflicting pain and suffering on an animal.
RSPCA Victoria does not tolerate the deliberate act of setting a steel jaw trap and will prosecute
anyone found guilty of doing so.
“In the past we have seen a variety of animals caught in these traps. From wedge tailed eagles,
to people’s pet cats. In some instances the RSPCA has had to amputate an animal’s legs due to
the severity of the injuries sustained. The RSPCA will take a very hard line with anyone caught
setting a steel jaw trap. Offenders can face up to 12 months in prison and fines of up to
$34,600,” Mr. Bode warns.
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