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RSPCA Victoria reports record number of adoptions
RSPCA Victoria is pleased to announce that it has recorded its highest adoption
statistics for the animals coming into its care during the past year.
Helen Cocks, Executive Manager of Animal Services, RSPCA Victoria said: “This year
30,438 animals entered the care of our ten shelters across Victoria. Pleasingly 10%
fewer dogs were admitted and we received 22% fewer cats, an extraordinary
improvement on previous years. Of the dogs admitted to our shelters, 82% were
either adopted or reclaimed by their owners, an increase of 4% on the previous
year.
“Of the cats admitted to our shelters, nearly 50% were adopted or reclaimed by
their owners, largely due to increased adoptions. These positive outcomes for cats
were an increase of 35% on the previous year. The most promising statistics relate
to cat welfare with euthanasia rates seeing a significant decrease from recent
years. This is extremely encouraging and shows that our cat welfare initiatives are
having a real impact.”
Thanks to the support of the RSPCA’s dedicated foster carers, more than 900
animals were given a second chance, a 33% increase on last year. This included a
large number of puppies, kittens and juvenile rabbits and guinea pigs that were too
young for adoption.
“Changes in legislation at the beginning of the year allowed us to keep animals in
our care for longer and provided greater flexibility in adopting animals with special
needs. As a result, we increased our focus on animal rehabilitation and expanded
our foster care program. We also introduced a number of adoption programs as
part of our commitment to finding as many animals as we can loving new homes.
These included three ‘I  Cats’ fee waiver promotions which raised awareness
about the value of feline friends and found more than 200 adult cats loving homes,
and a permanent ‘Young at Heart’ fee waiver promotion for all dogs and cats aged
seven years and over, which helped to rehome more than 500 senior animals,”
Ms.Cocks adds.
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