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Dogs die in hot cars
Each year, the RSPCA receives hundreds of distress calls about animals (usually
dogs) being left in cars in the heat. With the summer weather now beginning to
really warm up, the RSPCA is urging all pet owners to ensure that animals are never
left unattended in cars or on the backs of utes as it is potentially a life threatening
situation.
RSPCA Victoria Chief Veterinarian Dr Andrew Byrne urges people who see a
distressed animal inside a parked vehicle to seek help without delay.
“It is widely known that an animal left alone in a parked vehicle during summer
could die in six minutes or less. Despite this, the RSPCA has still received
approximately 200 calls this year for assistance to rescue an animal from a hot car.
“Dogs are particularly at risk as they cool themselves by panting. If the air around
them is too hot - particularly if they don’t have access to water - dogs are
physically unable to regulate their body temperature. In the time it takes to pick
up a few things for dinner at the supermarket and get through the check-out, a dog
left in a hot car could have already died an agonising death,” said Dr. Byrne.
RSPCA Victoria also urges pet owners to not leave an animal on the back of a utility
without adequate shade, shelter and water. Animals left in these conditions can
quickly suffer from severe dehydration and heat exhaustion.
“If you know that you will most likely be away from your pet, even for a couple of
minutes, while you are out, it is much better to leave an animal at home where it
is comfortable and has access to water than leave it alone in a car,” Dr Byrne adds.
Anyone who sees a distressed animal locked in a hot car should phone the Victoria
Police immediately as they are best placed to respond quickly to this situation.
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