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PETS AND CHOCOLATE ARE NOT A SWEET MIX
The RSPCA is urging pet owners to be careful this Easter with Chocolate toxicosis, a
potentially fatal problem for all of our animal friends.
Pigging out on Easter Eggs and chocolate is not going to harm much more than the
waistline for humans this Easter, however the consequences for our animal companions
are much greater if they accidentally ingest treats made from cocoa.
RSPCA Chief Veterinarian Dr Chris Thurgood says that the Easter period is one of the
most dangerous for pets as people leave Easter Egg chocolate lying about and our
beloved pets will take the opportunity to taste the chocolate.
Dr Thurgood said, “A dog’s internal system cannot tolerate one of the key ingredients in
chocolate – theobromine.
“Chocolate contains theobromine and caffeine, both stimulants of the nervous system
that can increase heart rate and tremors in animals. The clinical signs are vomiting,
diarrhoea, excessive urination, hyperactivity and increased thirst.
“This can be followed by depression, coma, seizure and death. If you suspect your pet
has eaten chocolate, call your Veterinarian immediately. The ingestion of 50gm of dark
chocolate per dog weight of 5kg, and 200gm of milk chocolate per 5kg dog weight, is
right up there in the danger zone.
“It’s important for parents to also let their kids know of the dangers associated with
pets and chocolate. They may want to share some of their treats with their best mate,
but not know about the harm this could cause. Why not buy your dog some doggie
chocolates instead so they can also get into the Easter spirit. Please take care this
Easter and keep all human chocolate out of your pet’s reach”, said Dr Thurgood
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