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GREYHOUND INDUSTRY REPORTS
RESPONSE FROM RSPCA VICTORIA
RSPCA Victoria has welcomed the recommendations handed up to Parliament by the Office
of Racing Integrity Commission (ORIC) and Dr. Charles Milne, Chief Veterinary Officer and
now looks forward to receiving the details of how and when the recommendations will be
delivered.
“This is a tremendous opportunity for the industry to lift its game,” says Dr. Liz Walker,
CEO, RSPCA Victoria. “Once implemented, these recommendations mean that the industry
will have to be more accountable in its attitude and approach to animal welfare.”
“Most importantly, we are encouraged that our key recommendations have been heard and
supported including the establishment of an independent regulator, the development of a
comprehensive animal welfare strategy in consultation with animal welfare organisations
and, that strategies will be developed to reduce greyhound breeding and improve
rehoming,” adds Walker.
Dr. Milne’s report states that GRV had tended towards a conservative approach to
regulating animal welfare and that a stronger regulation would be achieved by the
separation of the functions of protecting animal welfare and the promotion of the business
of greyhound racing.
“We certainly commend the Government for commissioning these reports and it will be
important to keep the momentum going,” adds Walker. “It is clear that the greyhound
racing industry’s current operational model is flawed and RSPCA Victoria will be keen to
hear further about how these recommendations will be delivered to form the new
operational model.”
Whilst RSPCA Victoria work through the details of the report, they note; the comprehensive
review of the code of practice, the plan to include best practice animal welfare standards,
mandatory reporting and the Inspectorate and auditing functions being removed from GRV
to be set up under an independent Greyhound Inspectorate controlled by the government,
as being “a huge step towards making the welfare of animals a priority”.
RSPCA Victoria says that it will continue to offer its expertise to the greyhound racing
industry and will be organising a sit-down with the relevant bodies to discuss priorities and
timely implementation of these recommendations in the near future.
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ABOUT US:
As Australia's leading animal welfare charity, The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(RSPCA) works tirelessly to educate the community about animal welfare and advocates for improved
legislation.
Across the state of Victoria, the RSPCA's community services include inspections, animal shelters, clinics and
education. We operate nine animal welfare shelters providing refuge and care and strive to give more than
35,000 animals each year a second chance.
Established in 1871, RSPCA Victoria is a not-for-profit charity that relies heavily on the support of Victorians
to care for 'all creatures’ great and small'. More than 90% of RSPCA's operating expenses are supported by the
generosity of the Victorian community.
RSPCA Victoria is a member of RSPCA Australia (the federation of the eight State and Territory RSPCAs in
Australia). The RSPCA National Board consists of the Presidents of their nominees from each member Society,
with the CEOs as advisors.
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