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SHOCKING EVIDENCE OF ILLEGAL LIVE LURE BAITING
REVEALED
RSPCA Victoria investigates alleged barbaric training
practices in Greyhound racing industry
Following tonight’s horrific exposé of the greyhound racing industry on the ABC’s Four Corners
program, RSPCA Victoria confirms that it is investigating the barbaric greyhound training practices
alleged to be occurring in Victoria.
“We are shocked to the core that the illegal practice of subjecting live animals to being torn apart
and killed as part of greyhound training is still occurring in Australia,” said Dr Liz Walker, CEO,
RSPCA Victoria.
RSPCA Victoria received a formal complaint late on 28 January 2015 that alleged that live baiting
is taking place in the training of racing greyhounds in Victoria. The Four Corners investigation
implicates multiple greyhound trainers across three states, indicating that these practices are
entrenched and systemic in the industry.
“The information that we received in the short lead-up to our investigation was absolutely
appalling. We launched an immediate investigation including inspecting a greyhound training
facility in Tooradin, South-Eastern Victoria last week.
“RSPCA Victoria condemns the illegal and horrific use of live animals for baiting in the training of
racing greyhounds and is calling for the immediate suspension of all those implicated in the Four
Corners program and any further individuals identified in the course of our investigations. We also
call for close monitoring of the wellbeing of dogs at risk and an independent overhaul of the
regulatory arrangements for the greyhound racing industry.
“What ABC Four Corners has exposed is the abject failure of the greyhound racing industry to
effectively regulate its own practices. It begs the question, how could this culture of cruelty have
gone undetected by regulatory authorities?
“The problem with the greyhound industry is that it is entirely self-regulated and the drive for
financial gain through betting and prize money far outweighs any concerns for the welfare of the
defenceless animals used as live bait or the Greyhounds.
“The industry has clearly done a very poor job of regulating itself – the only way to protect
greyhounds from exploitation is comprehensive, independent industry regulation and
accountability.
“Greyhound racing is being marketed as a ‘fun night for all the family’, but this image is far
removed from the harsh reality of this so-called sport.”
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According to Greyhound Racing Victoria’s annual report, in 2013-14 Stewards conducted over 1,000
inspections of kennels and training facilities. “I am stunned that the Stewards could have missed,
or failed to report, the fact that these gruesome practices still exist. The Victorian community has
a right to know the truth.
“Urgent amendments to animal welfare laws in Victoria are also needed to strengthen offences,
enforcement and penalties for perpetrators who take part in the barbaric practice of live baiting.”
RSPCA Victoria will also be proposing that a lifetime ban on animal ownership and revocation of
training licences be introduced as penalties for breaching animal cruelty legislation.
RSPCA Victoria urges the community to come forward with information to assist with their
investigations via www.rspcavic.org or by calling 03 9224 2222.
For more information on the RSPCA’s concerns about the serious animal welfare issues in
greyhound racing, please visit: http://www.rspcavic.org/greyhoundracing
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For more information or an interview with an RSPCA Victoria spokesperson, please contact:
Sharon Mackenzie, Media Advisor, RSPCA Victoria
3 Burwood Hwy, Burwood East VIC 3151 | W: www.rspcavic.org
P: 03 9224 2237 | M: 0425 787 243 | F: 03 9808 7541 | E: smackenzie@rspcavic.org.au
For all the latest RSPCA Victoria news, visit www.rspcavic.org or follow RSPCA Australia on Facebook <
https://www.facebook.com/RSPCA.Victoria> and Twitter <@RSPCAVIC>
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