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ONLINE TIP-OFF SERVICE LAUNCHED
RSPCA Victoria launches community facility to help
shut down intensive breeders – www.rspcavic.org/tipoff
All across Australia dogs and cats are being confined in cramped, crude and filthy conditions,
treated as nothing more than breeding machines, used to produce puppies and kittens for profit.
“These cruel and illegal facilities usually operate in secret under conditions that fail to meet the
animals’ behavioural, social and physiological needs,” says Allie Jalbert, Inspectorate Manager,
RSPCA Victoria. “It’s extremely difficult to track operators down, as many have established
networks to enable them to move the animals around if they feel they are under threat of being
discovered.”
Today, RSPCA Victoria has launched an online ‘tip-off’ service (www.rspcavic.org/tipoff) to enable
people to give information directly to the RSPCA on suspected intensive breeding activities taking
place in their community – giving people the power to help stop illegal breeders. RSPCA Victoria
has also included the option for any tipsters to remain anonymous in order to obtain the broadest
information possible.
“A lot of the time we receive tip-offs second or third-hand which could alert breeders that they
are being watched and can serve to drive the operators further underground. This can in turn
delay RSPCA’s response and make attempts to lay charges and prosecute extremely complicated.”
“We want to receive information directly in order to start our own investigations and
information/evidence gathering, which will ultimately help us to bring charges and prosecute.”
Working closely with Councils and Victoria Police and sharing expertise and information with
RSPCA’s interstate, RSPCA Victoria is the only state-wide animal welfare body that can legally
conduct investigations, seize, lay charges and prosecute under the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (POCTAA 1986) and Part 4 of the Domestic Animals Act (DAA 1994), “it makes sense
that tip-offs are given right to the source,” Jalbert adds.
With the community’s help, RSPCA Victoria believes that it will have greater opportunity to find
and shut down these illegal operators. “Help us stand up for victims of intensive breeding.
Together we can find these illegal operators and put an end to this cruel industry.”
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