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MEDIA RELEASE

No No No … Merry Christmas!
Everyone has a part to play in the fight against cruel
intensive breeding
RSPCA Victoria is calling on the community to say No to buying puppies and kittens from pet
shops or the internet this Christmas, which in turn will be saying No to intensive breeders and
No to all the people involved in the cruel puppy and kitten factory chain.
Puppy and kitten factory operators prepare well in advance for the Christmas market, forcebreeding their dogs and cats in order to produce puppies and kittens for the unsuspecting
Christmas buying public. These breeding animals and their young will not be afforded any of the
love and compassion that we associate with Christmas.
In addition to pet shops, the internet will be awash with Christmas puppies and kittens and the
RSPCA urges you not to fall into the online trap – puppies and kittens sold via online classifieds are
likely to have been bred in deplorable conditions in intensive breeding facilities, or by backyard
breeders or even by foreign breeders who import them illegally. This trade increases the likelihood
of pets being abandoned, as it enables people to make quick and impulsive decisions to buy an
animal without considering its background and health issues, or the long-term commitment, time
and money needed to look after the animal properly.
“This Christmas, keep your shopping cart puppy and kitten free,” says Liz Walker, Animal Care
Manager, RSPCA Victoria. “Please DON’T buy a puppy or kitten as a Christmas gift. Instead, if you
are really ready for a pet, consider giving a second-chance to one of the many beautiful animals
available for adoption or sponsor one of the RSPCA’s hundreds of animals that won’t have their
new families over the festive season through the RSPCA’s Guardian Angel program.”
www.rspcaguardianangel.com.au.
The assessment process for companion animals at RSPCA shelters means that prospective owners
can be assured of getting a great pet that suits their family and lifestyle. As well as assessing the
suitability of animals for adoption, they also assess the suitability of prospective owners. This is a
fundamental part of ensuring that the fit between owner and pet is a good and lasting one. All
animals are de-sexed, microchipped, vaccinated and cleared for adoption by a veterinarian and
behaviourist.
For further information on how to be a responsible pet owner this festive season, please visit
www.rspcavic.org and check out the RSPCA Online Smart Puppy and Kitten Buyers Guides.
ENDS.
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https://www.facebook.com/RSPCA.Victoria> and Twitter <@RSPCAVIC>

For more information or an interview with an RSPCA Victoria spokesperson, please contact:
Di Smith, Media Assistant, RSPCA Victoria
3 Burwood Hwy, Burwood East VIC 3151 | W: www.rspcavic.org
P: 03 9224 2237 | M: 0425 787 243 | F: 03 9808 7541 | E: dsmith@rspcavic.org.au

