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SO LONG ‘TRY PICKLE’
May you finally Rest In Peace
Casterton once again in the spotlight as ‘TRY PICKLE’
becomes Victoria’s 61st jumps racing casualty
RSPCA Victoria is angered by the death of TRY PICKLE after he made heavy contact with the seventh
obstacle of the 3,300 metre Helloworld Portland Maiden Hurdles at Casterton Racing Club on Sunday
afternoon. The seven-year-old gelding had to be euthanised because of his ‘serious racing injuries’ – all in
the name of ‘sport’.
RSPCA Victoria also awaits information on the fate of DANZADOOZIE who, according to the Stewards
Report was retired from the same event just prior to negotiating the fateful seventh obstacle, and
LEGENDARY LAD reported to have left the course lame.
“This is a tragic outcome and we expect there to be a speedy, full and transparent investigation undertaken
by the Review Panel into all of the incidents that took place in Casterton on Sunday, including the reports of
lacerations, lameness and choking down,” says CEO of RSPCA Victoria, Dr. Liz Walker.
As we also question how many more horses will have to die before the sponsors, such as Helloworld
Portland, stop supporting this cruel activity, we are reminded that these tragedies are not new to Casterton
with notable deaths including ELMS in 2014, END OF TIME in 2013 and PRINCE VITALITY in 2010.
“Events like these are a stark reminder to the community of the real risks to horses associated with racing.
Sadly, injury and death are the price some horses pay for human entertainment in a sport that puts intense
pressure on animals to perform to the limits of their endurance,” Walker adds.
The loss of TRY PICKLE and the 60 other horses that have died in Victoria since 2006 because of jumps
racing could have been prevented if Racing Victoria had followed through with plans to ban jumps racing
back in 2009. According to RSPCA Victoria, independent research shows that the vast majority of Victorians
do not support jumps racing, yet the Victorian government continues to ensure that funds are used to prop
up this ailing, antiquated bloodsport.
“There is no doubt in my mind that the commitment of the RSPCA to stopping this pointless animal cruelty
and improving the lives of our horses has never been greater and we will continue to work to make that
happen. We call upon the Victorian Government to move our state into the 21st century and ban jumps
racing now. For a Government that has repeatedly stated its commitment to animal welfare, now is the
time for actions to speak louder than words,” Walker says
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