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A WIN FOR THE ANIMALS
Operators of cruel puppy factory plead
GUILTY
KERANG, 28 May 2015: In one of the largest cruelty cases of its kind in Victoria, the RSPCA has been successful
in bringing the weight of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 (POCTAA) down on a North-West
Victorian group that today pleaded guilty to operating an illegal intensive breeding and rearing business (Puppy
Factory).
Owners Dean Leslie Peace, Phyllis Peace and John Barry Peace operating individually, and together under the
company banner J.B & P.W Peace Pty Ltd, pled guilty to 240 animal cruelty charges for their abhorrent
treatment of 235 dogs and puppies that, in 2013 were kept confined in squalid conditions - all in the name of
profit.
It took RSPCA’S prosecutor, Trish Riddell over an hour to read out the summary of the number of charges in
relation to each individual and the company: The individual charges were Dean Peace - 79, and 42 charges each
for Phyllis and John Peace with 77 charges to the company J.B & P.W. Peace Pty Ltd. These charges can
essentially be broken down as follows:
 POCTAA 9 (1) relating to groups of dogs, including:
 Confinement, over-crowding, failing to provide adequate environmental enrichment and
socialisation, failing to provide adequate and sufficient food, failing to groom the dogs.
 POCTAA 10 (1) individual charges of :
 Failing to provide veterinary or other treatment where a dog was in such a poor state of matting as
a result of lack of grooming; and
 Failing to provide adequate and appropriate food in relation to individual dogs which were seen to
be in an emaciated body condition.
 In addition, there are two Aggravated Cruelty charges in relation to two puppies where lack of
veterinary or other attention lead to the death or serious disablement of those animals.
 Where Notices to Comply were issued by the RSPCA (POCTAA 24ZP), there were failures to comply,
resulting in charges.
Under section 12 of POCTAA, the RSPCA also made a submission for ten-year banning orders against each of the
operators, including all companies and entities of which they are or may become a director or shareholder.
Representing the maximum penalty available, the orders mean a disqualification period of ten years from being
a person in possession, custody or supervision of an animal, including being involved in the breeding, sale and/or
purchase of dogs.
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The matter will continue in Bendigo Magistrates Court on 19 August 2015.
According to Inspectorate Manager Allie Jalbert, RSPCA Victoria is very encouraged by today’s outcome. “This
was one of the most confronting cases of animal cruelty that we have seen,” she said. “It’s been a long road of
methodical inspections, follow-up investigations, evidence gathering, seizures and ultimately a prosecution, but
it’s a road that we would take any day to get this kind of justice for the poor animals that are used as nothing
more than breeding machines, or seen only in terms of their dollar value.”
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Jalbert goes on to give a first-hand recollection of the gut-wrenching and dilapidated conditions that the animals
were kept in, that included layers of wet and putrid faeces and urine directly under the wire floor cages or in the
dark and damp runs where the dogs spent every hour of every day. “As inspectors, veterinarians and animal
carers, we unfortunately see terrible cases of animal cruelty on a daily basis, but can never be prepared for the
horrors that hit us when entering an intensive breeding facility; there’s the overwhelming smell, it’s putrid and it
lingers … on your clothes, in your vehicles; the sounds of terrified dogs barking and crying and the vision of
hundreds of unkempt, sick animals that have never experienced any form of human affection.”
During the RSPCA’S intensive evidence gathering leading up to today’s guilty plea, a number of pet shops were
also discovered as having business dealings with J.B & P.W Peace Pty Ltd.
“Dogs from Puppy Factories are mass-produced solely for profit and are sold in pet shops, online or directly to
the public with little to no regard for the dog’s health, genetic history or welfare. Pet shops often deny that
their puppies come from these abhorrent facilities but our investigations find that they absolutely do. This case
is an example and buyers need to stop supporting this trade,” Jalbert adds.
Every day, the determined and dedicated team of RSPCA Inspectors work to protect and rescue animals from
cruelty and prosecute offenders, sometimes putting their own lives at risk to do so. In 2014, RSPCA Victoria's
inspectorate investigated over 10,000 cases of cruelty.
RSPCA Victoria is currently working on building a Special Investigations Unit that will comprise a team of
specialist investigators, inspectors, veterinarians and behaviourists. The Victorian state government has
provided a contribution of $5M spread over four years towards this.
RSPCA Victoria’s Animal Care Centre’s provide life-saving care and rehabilitation to these vulnerable animals to
help them on their journey to recovery. Last year, it cost the RSPCA over $800,000 to provide care and
treatment to Inspectorate case animals while under protective custody hold waiting for matters to be resolved
in court
“The RSPCA Inspectorate is also grateful to the community which, through its online tip-off facility, continues to
come forward to report suspected domestic animal breeders and breeding operations. We will continue to
develop public education and outreach programs that will enable us to continue to educate the community and
lobby to help to bring lasting changes for the animals,” says Jalbert.
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For all the latest RSPCA Victoria news, visit www.rspcavic.org.au or follow RSPCA Australia on Facebook <
https://www.facebook.com/RSPCA.Victoria> and Twitter <@RSPCAVIC>
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