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VIOLET TOWN DOG KILLER GETS
SUSPENDED GAOL TERM
The Benalla Magistrates Court has found a 33–year old Violet Town man guilty of a number of
animal cruelty charges, after the man strangled his pet dog to death.
The Court sentenced the man to three months imprisonment, which was wholly suspended; and
banned the man from owning any animals for ten years.
RSPCA Victoria Inspector Guy Gorman attended the man’s property after concerns had been
raised over the welfare of a Staffordshire Terrier. Upon arriving at the property, Inspector
Gorman saw that the man’s hand was inflamed and punctured.
When questioned about the injury to his hand, the man explained to Inspector Gorman that his
dog had bitten him and out of concern for his child and a future attack, he strangulated the dog
with its chain.
The man had reportedly gone to feed his dog, which was tethered in a laundry, when he was
bitten repeatedly. He then blocked the dog’s nasal passage to prevent it breathing, and
strangled the dog with the steel chain with which it was tethered.
The man admitted to Inspector Gorman that he had killed the dog and that it had struggled
throughout. Following the incident, the man buried the dog, which was later exhumed by
Inspector Gorman for examination.
In addition to sentencing the man to a suspended gaol term and disqualification from owning
animals, the Court awarded full legal costs to RSPCA.
Mr Gorman said that unfortunately the extreme nature of the case was not an isolated example,
and that this year RSPCA Inspectors had seen an unprecedented number of violent attacks on
pets by their owners.
Mr Gorman said that he hoped that the handing down of a suspended gaol term and a maximum
banning order would send a strong message that animal cruelty will not be tolerated within the
community.
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