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RSPCA APPOINTS DR LIZ WALKER AS NEW CEO
RSPCA Victoria is pleased to announce it has appointed Dr Liz Walker as its Chief Executive
Officer.
Dr Walker is currently the CEO of Lort Smith Animal Hospital, which operates Australia’s
largest not-for–profit animal hospital, an adoption centre, and numerous community outreach
programs.
RSPCA Victoria President, Dr Hugh Wirth AM CGSJ, said Dr Walker brings a unique
combination of expertise and knowledge to RSPCA Victoria.
“Dr Walker has almost 25 years’ experience in the animal industry, and holds a Bachelor of
Veterinary Science and a Masters in Management,” Dr Wirth said.
“We feel that Dr Walker’s extensive experience in managing and developing large
organisations in the private and not-for-profit sectors, coupled with her passion for improving
animal welfare, will be instrumental in shaping RSPCA’s next phase of development.
“The Board and I look forward to working with Dr Walker to build on our current success. We
will continue to pursue our strategic goals, to help achieve our vision of all animals living
according to the Five Freedoms,” Dr Wirth said.
“In making this appointment, I would also like to personally thank and acknowledge the
outstanding contribution of our outgoing CEO, Maria Mercurio,” Dr Wirth said.
“During her 12 years as CEO, Maria has transformed this organisation. RSPCA Victoria’s
reputation and influence, governance, animal care infrastructure and animal welfare
outcomes have reached new highs under her leadership.
“We wish her the very best in her much deserved retirement,” Dr Wirth said.
Dr Wirth said Ms Mercurio would finish at RSPCA in early August. Dr Walker is expected to
commence her new role as CEO at RSPCA Victoria in October.

For all the latest RSPCA Victoria news, visit www.rspcavic.org.au or follow RSPCA Australia on Facebook <
https://www.facebook.com/RSPCA.Victoria> and Twitter <@RSPCAVIC>
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