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Remembering a fallen inspector, 25 years
on
On 1 May, the RSPCA will commemorate 25 years since the death of RSPCA Inspector Stuart Fairlie,
who was murdered in the line of duty on 1 May 1989.
The 53-year-old Inspector was killed while investigating a reported case of horse cruelty on a farm
at Mortlake. He was not found until six days later, buried in a shallow grave under a pine
plantation in the same town.
RSPCA CEO, Maria Mercurio, said Mr Fairlie’s death sent shockwaves through the RSPCA and wider
community.
“Verbal and physical abuse are sadly not unfamiliar to RSPCA Inspectors, but murder is simply
incomprehensible. His death left many to grieve a much-loved friend, family member and highlyrespected colleague,” Ms Mercurio said.
“Stuart was a wonderful person and an excellent Inspector. He will forever be remembered for his
dedication and compassion – for his unwavering loyalty to the RSPCA and the countless animals he
saved from abuse and neglect.
“His dedication to animal welfare persists through the tireless work of today’s RSPCA inspectors,
who like Stuart, devote themselves to protecting animals from cruelty.
“On this day, it is with great sadness that we reflect and pay tribute to Stuart, a remarkable man
who gave so much to the cause of animal welfare,” Ms Mercurio said.
Police identified a suspect in Mr Fairlie’s murder, who was taken to trial at the Warrnambool
Supreme Court in 1990. The jury could not reach a unanimous verdict, so a retrial took place in
Melbourne in 1991. At the retrial, the accused was found not guilty. To this day, the case has not
been resolved.
A private memorial service will be held for Mr Fairlie tomorrow.
ABOUT US:
As Australia's leading animal welfare charity, The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) works tirelessly to
educate the community about animal welfare and advocates for improved legislation.
Across the state of Victoria, the RSPCA's community services include inspections, animal shelters, clinics and education. We operate nine
animal welfare shelters providing refuge and care and strive to give more than 35,000 animals each year a second chance.
Established in 1871, RSPCA Victoria is a not-for-profit charity that relies heavily on the support of Victorians to care for 'all creatures
great and small'. Only 3% of the RSPCA's operating expenses are supported by a grant from the Victorian State Government.
RSPCA Victoria is a member of RSPCA Australia (the federation of the eight State and Territory RSPCAs in Australia). The RSPCA National
Board consists of the Presidents of their nominees from each member Society, with the CEOs as advisors.
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For all the latest RSPCA Victoria news, visit www.rspcavic.org.au or follow RSPCA Australia on Facebook <
https://www.facebook.com/RSPCA.Victoria> and Twitter <@RSPCAVIC>
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